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PROGRAM ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Drama Department's Summer Repertory Festival in July will feature two 
popular musical comedies, THE FANTASTICKS and CELEBRATION by Schmidt 
and Jones and a famous comedy ARSENIC AND OLD LACE by Kesselring. 
Subscription tickets will be available. A variety of courses will also be offered. 
The Rehearsal and Performance class will offer performances of two interesting 
comedy-dramas, CHURCH STREET by Lennox Robinson and ELECTRONIC 
NIGGER by Ed Bullins in the Studio Theatre , Monday and Tuesday, May 20, 21, 
7 :30p.m., free of charge. Tickets are available in the Drama Department Office. 
A master's performance recital by Patricia Kyle in the University Theatre at 8:00 
p.m. , May 28 , is open to the public. Tickets may be obtained at the Drama 
Department Office. 
An exciting theatre season is being planned for 1974-75. It will include something 
new (an original!) something old (Shakespeare'), somethmg tned (comedy), 
something true (drama) and a smashing musical comedy. See the program msert or 
write to Box Office for a Season Subscription order form which will save you 
dollars and assure your choice of seats. 
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Carlisle Floyd's musical drama in two acts, Susannah, with text by the composer, 
by arrangement with Boosey and Hawkes, Inc. publisher and copywnght owner. 
San Jose State University 
Department of Drama 
Department of Music 
present 
SUSANNAH 
ACT ONE TEXT AND MUSIC 
By 
CARLISLE FLOYDOPENING MUSIC ~ 
Allegro deciso (J .,.,> 
May 17, 18, 22, 23, 24, 25, 1974 
University Theatre 
5th and San Fernando 
44th Season 
s u s A N N A H 

Orchestra conducted by Dwight Cannon 

Opera Staged by Kenneth R. Dorst 

Choreography by Mina Garman 

Settings by Donamarie Reeds 

Lighting by Janet Musson 

Costumes by Lee Livingstone 

Technical Direction by James R. Earle Jr. 
Director of Music: Edwin Dunning 

Assistant to Music Director: Robert Waterburv 

Rehearsal Accompanies!: Cherie Curry . 
Assistant Conductor: Richard Pontzious 
Assistant Choreographer: Maureen Tracy 
SETTING: New Hope Valley, Tennessee 

TIME: The Present 

ACT ONE: 

Scene l: Yard of New Hope Church, Monday Evening, Mid-July 

Scene 2: Polk Farm House Porch, Monday Evening, later 

Scene 3: Woods, Tuesday morning 

Scene 4: Yard of New Hope Church, Tuesday Evening 

Scene 5: Polk Farm House Porch, Tuesday Evening, one half hour later 

ACT TWO: 

Scene I: Polk Farm House Porch, Friday morning 

Scene 2: Interior New Hope Church, Friday Evening 

Scene 3: Polk Farm House Porch, Friday Evening, one half hour later 

Scene 4: Interior New Hope Church, Saturday morning. 

Scene 5: Polk Farm House Porch, Saturday, sun down. 

PROGRAM NOTE 
Which is composed first, the music or the play - or do they both come 
simultaneously? Carlisle Floyd, the composer - librettist of SUSANNAH, has 
stated that he is appalled by the idea of fitting a drama to preconceived music. 
"The play always comes first. Until the book is completed and polished to the 
limits of my ability, I don't think at all in terms of specific music. I am unwilling to 
think about music until every plot line is clear and until every character reveals 
himself, not by telling the audience who he is and why he reacts as he does, but by 
being played against a dramatic situation and behaving consis ten tly. Only when 
every action and line is motivated, so that the dramatic unfolding is fluid and 
unforced, am I of a disposition to begin setting music to the play. And the form of 
the drama, in terms of its expansions and contractions, becomes the form of the 
music, unless, of course, one chooses a counterpoint in mood for the purpose of 
heightening a dramatic effect. 
Floyd selected the apocryphal story of SUSANNAH AND THE ELDERS as the 
point of departure for his music drama SUSANNAH because he considered it 
contained a theme of great dramatic potential. The music-drama is about a 
Tennessee hillbilly girl who, because of her good looks and her innocent habit of 
bathing naked in a secluded creek, becomes the victim of vicious gossip by the 
townsfolk who convince themselves that the girl is possessed of the devil and that it 
is everybody's duty to cleanse her of sin. 
Hounded to the point of distraction by her neighbors, falsely betrayed by the 
local idiot, and seduced by a hypocritical revivalist who claims to be interested in 
her soul, the grim tale ends with Susannah laughing hysterically after the eventual 
murder by her brother of her seducer. Repeated revivals of the music·drama and the 
New York Musk Critics' Award for the Best Opera are proof of Floyd's success 
with his material. 
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